BRANDTNER, MARTIN L.

(First Award)

Captain, U.S. Marine Corps

Company D, 1st Battalion, Sth Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein.)
FMF

Date of Action: September 3, 1968

Citation:

The Navy Cross is presented to Martin L. Brandtner, Captain, U.S. Marine Corps,
for extraordinary heroism while serving as Commanding Officer of Company D,
First Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division (Reinforced), Fleet Marine
Force, in connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam.
On 3 September 1968, while conducting a reconnaissance in force near the village of
Lan Phouc in Quang Nam Province, the lead platoon of Company D became pinned
down by intense automatic weapons fire from a large North Vietnamese Army
force. As he moved forward to assess the situation, Captain Brandtner was wounded
by grenade launcher fire from an enemy soldier standing in a nearby trench. With
complete disregard for his own safety, Captain Brandtner boldly exposed himself to
the hostile fire and hurling a hand grenade, killed the North Vietnamese soldier.
Suddenly, the Marines came under an intense North Vietnamese hand grenade
attack, and when one of the lethal objects landed at Captain Brandiner's feet, he
unhesitatingly seized the grenade and threw it back at the enemy. On two more
occasions he completely disregarded his own safety to seize hand grenades which
were thrown near his position and hurl them toward the hostile force. When
another grenade landed in the midst of four nearby Marines, Captain Brandtner
fearlessly rushed to their position, picked up the lethal object and hurled it away
from his companions. Then, concerned only for the welfare of his fellow Marines, he
knocked two of the men to the ground and quickly placed himself on top of them,
thereby absorbing the fragments from the exploding grenade in his protective
armor and preventing possible death or serious injury to his companions. Realizing
the numerical superiority of the enemy, he consolidated his company’s position and
skillfully adjusted effective supporting arms fire which caused the hostile force to
flee and enabled his Marines to overrun the objective. By his courage, intrepid
fighting spirit, and selfless devotion to duty at the risk of his life, Captain Brandtner
sustained and enhanced the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the

United States Naval Service.
Authority: Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals
Other Award: Navy Cross w/Gold Star (Vietnam)




BRANDTNER, MARTIN L.

(Second Award)

Captain, U.S. Marine Corps

Company D, 1st Battalion, Sth Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein.) FMF

Date of Action: September 11, 1968

Citation:

The Navy Cross is presented to Martin L. Brandtner, Captain, U.S. Marine Corps,
for extraordinary heroism in action while serving as the Commanding Officer,
Company D, First Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division (Reinforced),
Fleet Marine Force, in the Republic of Vietnam on 11 September 1968. Assigned a
mission to conduct a search and destroy operation near the village of My Binh,
Quang Dia Loc District, Quang Nam Province, Captain Brandtner selected his
defensive position and began deploying his platoons for their assigned night
activities. As the First Platoon departed, en route to their night ambush site, they
began receiving intense small arms, automatic weapons and rocket fire from a
numerically superior North Vietnamese Army force. Simultaneously, the enemy,
approximately the size of the two North Vietnamese Army companies, began an
attack on the Command Group with 82-mm. mortars, intense automatic weapons
fire and P40 rockets. Quickly analyzing the situation and immediately realizing the
seriousness and the danger involved, Captain Brandtner disregarded his own
personal safety and moved forward to an extremely exposed position in order that
he could personally control the battle at hand. When the enemy began the first of a
series of "human wave" sapper attacks against the company's position, he calmly
and with outstanding presence of mind moved from position to position
reorganizing, encouraging and rallying his outnumbered and dazed company into
an inspired fighting unit which completely stopped the momentum of the enemy
attack and forced them to withdraw. Realizing the enemy were regrouping for
subsequent attacks, he calmly adjusted his supporting artillery fire to within 200
meters of his lines, again raising havoc and confusion within the enemy's ranks.
When the North Vietnamese Army units began their second attack, the devastating
fires of a well organized Marine Corps rifle company caught them off balance and
inflicted heavy enemy casualties. Twice more, the determined enemy launched
massive "human wave' assaults on the perimeter of Company D, but the steadfast
efforts of the men of the company proved to be too much for the now overwhelmed
and demoralized enemy. After more than two hours of persistent attempts to
overrun the company, the enemy broke contact. Daylight revealed 67 North
Vietnamese dead as mute testimony to the ferocious encounter that had taken place.
The number of enemy dead and wounded evacuated could not be estimated.
Company D suffered only one Marine killed and fourteen wounds serious enough to
require evacuation. By his outstanding courage, superb leadership and unswerving
devotion to duty, Captain Brandtner served to inspire all who observed him and
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval

Service.
Authority: Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals
Other Award: Navy Cross (Vietnam)



